 Sunday Bible Study: 
Segment 1 - Disciplining Disciples
July 13th  “The Faith of a Disciple”
Key Scripture:  Matthew 14:25-31
Background scripture:  Matthew 17:20

Hebrews 11:1 says Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.  Faith is like our spiritual water because we don’t need a whole lot of water to survive.  We can go a long way on just a little bit of water.  Faith works the same way.  We can see God do great things in our life with a little bit of faith.  It is up to use to activate whatever amount of faith that we have.

Potential energy is defined by Websters dictionary as - the energy that a piece of matter has because of its position or nature or because of the arrangement of parts.  This is also true of Faith.  We are the matter and because God has given everyone a measure of Faith (Romans 12:3), we all have a very special potential energy.  The reason that it is potential energy is because it is up to us to activate it and make it work.
In the Key Scripture Jesus is walking on water and Peter was the one disciple that was radical enough to not only activate his faith but to then walk it out!  Despite the fact that he began sinking the two most important facts are that he got out of the boat and that he knew who to call on when he was in trouble.  So my charge to you is, don’t get caught in the boat when Jesus comes back!
Learning Points

There are several elements in this passage the deals with the faith of a disciple.  Below I have listed a few.  .
1.  First before you step out of the boat make sure you have a talk with Jesus.  

a. Make sure that you are doing the right thing in God’s timing. 

b. Be sure that the details are clear.

2.  Wait for Jesus final response then do exactly what he told you.  

a.  Be patient while wait for your orders but get ready.

b.  Be prepared to walk alone.  Don’t try to go and get other folk to do what    

     God told you to do.  
3.  Avoid distractions.

a. Keep your focus on God and not your surroundings or situation because it 
    will drown you.

b. When you do the right thing the wrong way you will sink and fail.  
4.  Remember who to call on when in trouble.

a.  Storms are meant to test you on all points, not to destroy you.

b.  Don’t stop reaching out to him because he will help you get back on your 
     feet. 

Reflection: How can you apply these to yourself when you think about what you are dealing with in life today?  Are you still in the boat?  Are you sinking and need help rising?  Are you struggling with distractions?  Do you know who to call on for help?  Jesus is the answer
